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Title Provisional Annotated Agenda 
Code 1-2 
Category DEC 
Agenda Item 1 - Adoption of the Agenda 
Submission date 4.4.2017 
Submitted by Secretariat 
Reference Outcome of GEAR 15-2017 (para 5.2) 
 

Background 
In accordance with the outcomes of GEAR 15-2016 (Paragraph 5.2) the 16th Meeting of the Group for the 
Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (GEAR 16-2017), will be held on 23-24 May 2017 in Helsinki, 
Finland, at the premises of the Finnish Ministry of the Environment (Aleksanterinkatu 7, Helsinki). 

The Meeting will start on Tuesday, 23 May at 10:00 and is expected to terminate on Wednesday 24 May by 
16.00.  

The Meeting will be Chaired by Ms. Heike Imhoff. The Meeting will consider:  

- recommending the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ for approval by HOD 52-2016 and to be published 
in June 2017, as the first comprehensive version of the report, 

- updating on the planned national consultation on the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report,  
- agreeing on the further development in HELCOM of environmental targets related to pressures 

affecting seabed habitats and underwater noise.  

Documents for consideration of the Meeting, with a clear indication of actions proposed by the Contracting 
Parties, should be sent in electronic form via e-mail to Professional Secretary, Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel 
(UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi) by 2 May 2017. Documents containing comments to the basic documents shall be 
received by the Secretariat not later than seven days before the opening of the Meeting, i.e. 16 May 2017.  

Participants of the Meeting are requested to register to the Meeting by answering the Meeting Participation 
Survey by 16 May 2017. Please indicate whether you are planning to attend the meeting physically or online. 

Documents for the Meeting, which are restricted until the end of the Meeting, will be made available via the 
HELCOM Meeting Portal on the GEAR 16-2017 Meeting Site’s Document folder. Instructions for the use of 
the Meeting Portal are available on the HELCOM Website. 

 

  

mailto:UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/
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Provisional Annotated Agenda 
Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda  

The Meeting is invited to adopt the agenda of the meeting (documents 1-1 and 1-2).  

 

Agenda Item 2 Election of Chair for the Gear Group 
The current Chair Ms Heike Imhoff was elected at GEAR 8-2014. Following the HELCOM procedure to elect 
Chairs of Working Groups every two years, the Meeting is invited to elect a Chair for the GEAR Group for the 
years 2017-2018.  

 

Agenda item 3 Matters arising from other meetings of relevance to GEAR 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcomes of recent HELCOM Meetings which are of relevance for 
GEAR (document to be submitted at a later stage) and use the information as appropriate. 

 

Agenda Item 4 Coordination and information related to the implementation of the 
ecosystem approach and related policies 

Contracting Parties are invited to inform on matters of relevance for the GEAR Group. 

State of the Baltic Sea report 
The HOLAS II project is preparing the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report for publication in June 
2017. STATE & CONSERVATION 6-2017 (15-19 May) will consider the technical endorsement of the report. 
The outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 6-2017 in this regard will be submitted as a late document. 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the methodology for the Economic and Social Analysis used in the HOLAS 
II project (document to be submitted later). 

The Meeting is invited to recommend the publication of the first version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea report’ 
and prepare, as needed, for the decision at HOD 52-2017. 

Planned national consultation on the State of the Baltic Sea report 
At GEAR 13-2015 a document was prepared summarizing the national views and plans for public 
consultations (GEAR 13-2015, document 4-1). GEAR 14-2016 clarified that comments to be considered in the 
updated version of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report need to be available for the project by end of February 
2018 so that an update can be prepared by June 2018 (Outcome of GEAR 14-2916, para 4-4).  

Contracting Parties are invited to update the information on national timing and plans for public 
consultations by 2 May 2017 (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi).  

The Meeting is invited to discuss how to incorporate the feed-back from the national consultations taking 
into account the timetable for finalization of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report by June 2018. 

Regional consultation on the State of the Baltic Sea report 
HOD 51-2016 supported in principle the planning for a regional consultation on the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ 
report (document 6-22) and agreed that the GEAR Group will continue planning intersessionally for a regional 
consultation taking into account also national consultations and open questions regarding how and who is 
undertaking the consultation (Outcome of HOD 51-2016, para 6.44-6.45). A proposal was submitted to GEAR 
Group on 27 March 2017 with response date set at 17 April (UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi). 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2013-2016-315/MeetingDocuments/4-1%20HOLAS%20II%20project%20-%20National%20views%20on%20public%20consultation.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2014-2016-346/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20GEAR%2014-2016.pdf
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/6-22%20Tentative%20plan%20for%20a%20regional%20consultation%20on%20HOLAS%20II%202017-18.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
mailto:UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi
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The Meeting is invited to follow-up on the response to the proposal and agree on the timing and form for a 
tentative regional consultation. 

Coordination of monitoring in the Baltic Sea region 
The European Commission published in January 2017 a report assessing Member States' monitoring 
programmes under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (COM(2017)3). The assessment shows 
moderate to high degree of coherence of monitoring within the EU Member States in the Baltic Sea region. 
The State and Conservation Working Group is currently reviewing and as necessary revising the HELCOM 
Monitoring guidelines to ensure coherent methodological approaches, focusing on the parameters that 
supports the HELCOM core indicators. 

The Meeting is invited to inform on the national plans to follow-up the assessment results and discuss the 
issue from the point of view of regional coherence and possible further action. 

 

Agenda Item 5 Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 

BalticBOOST components related to environmental targets 
Under the HELCOM BalticBOOST project, two work packages have had the task to develop guidelines on how 
to define environmental targets: WP 3.1 related to pressures acting on seabed habitats, and WP 4 related to 
underwater noise. GEAR 14-2016 and GEAR 15-2016 provided guidance to the implementation of the project 
activities. The BalticBOOST project ended in December 2016.  

HELCOM 38-2017 considered the guidelines related to underwater noise and agreed to submit updated 
guidelines, based on comments by countries and further development by the HELCOM EN-Noise, to HOD 52-
2017 with the view of reaching an agreement on the document. The intention is that the guidelines will 
thereafter be shared with other RSCs and TG Noise (Outcome of HELCOM 38-2017, para 4.35). 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the updated guidelines for underwater noise and recommend them to HOD 
52-2017 for a decision. 

The Meeting is invited to consider the guidelines to define environmental targets pressures on the seabed 
habitats and propose how environmental targets could be further developed in HELCOM (document to be 
submitted later).  

The Gear contacts are invited to arrange for national review of the document on ‘Estimating physical 
disturbance on the seafloor’ and provide written comments by 16 May 2017 (ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) with 
the view of publishing the results as a HELCOM report (document to be submitted later). 

Economic and Social Analyses (ESA) in HELCOM 
The Economic and Social Analyses for the HOLAS II project has been conducted under the HELCOM TAPAS 
project (ESA project activities ended in December 2016) and continues in 2017 under the HELCOM SPICE 
project. Work under the SPICE project will contribute to the updating of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 
by June 2018. 

HOD 51-2016 mandated the Gear Group to oversee the development of the economic and social analyses 
under the HOLAS II project (Outcome of HOD 51-2016, para 4.54) and also agreed on the roadmap for 
continued HELCOM work on economic and social analyses (ESA) (HOD 51-2016, document 6-10). Terms of 
Reference for the HELCOM expert network on Economic and Social Analyses were furthermore agreed by 
HELCOM 38 (HELCOM 38-2017, document 4-1-Rev.1).  

The Meeting is invited to guide the further ESA work under the SPICE project (document to be submitted 
later). 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0003&from=EN
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2038-2017.pdf
mailto:ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2051-2016.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/6-10%20Roadmap%20for%20continued%20HELCOM%20work%20on%20social%20and%20economic%20analyses.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2038-2017-401/MeetingDocuments/4-1-Rev1%20Draft%20Terms%20of%20Reference%20for%20HELCOM%20expert%20network%20on%20Economic%20and%20Social%20Analyses.pdf
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Agenda Item 6 Future work and any other business 
The Meeting is invited to agree on the dates and place of the next meeting of HELCOM GEAR and propose 
focal items for the next meeting. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to consider their possibilities to host future meetings of the Group. 

The Meeting is invited to discuss any other business related to the activities of the Group. 

The Delegations and Observers are invited to check and update the List of Contact Addresses and Observers 
of HELCOM GEAR, as contained in document 6-1. 

 

Agenda Item 7 Outcome of the Meeting 

The draft Outcome of the Meeting will be presented for adoption. The final Outcome, together with 
documents and presentations considered by the Meeting will be made available on the Meeting Site.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2016-2017-416/default.aspx
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